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BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT MARKETING

feature to find posts related to trending 

hashtags before publishing any post. The 

goal is to use trending hashtags that are 

relevant to your brand. You can even now 

search trending hashtags by emoji!

2. Photography. Your Instagram account 

will only be effective if  you use well 

taken and engaging images. Instagram 

also prefers square photos – easy to do 

from your smartphone

3. Mix it up. One of  the best and most 

effective ways to make the most of  

Instagram is to create a blend of  content 

with both images and videos. As with all 

social media platforms, the right blend of  

education, humour and entertainment 

will encourage your audience to interact 

with you. Videos can actually generate 

three times more inbound traffic to your 

website than written content

4. Shareable content. You can add 

captions to your images as well as 

attractive graphics. If  you combine this 

with a trending and relevant hashtag, 

then you have instantly made your 

content easy to digest and share. 

Instagram is all about visual storytelling

5. Work together with Facebook. The 

two accounts can be connected and will 

allow you to share engaging visual content 

quickly and easily. This goes for advertising 

Isn’t Instagram just for kids? Think again. Chris Baker explains how to use the photo-sharing 
platform to give your practice the ‘wow’ factor

Step by step:  
how to use Instagram

By now, it probably seems like a 

neverending list of  new social media 

platforms to consider for your practice.

Although Instagram can seem like 

something that is just for kids, it is in fact 

hugely popular among consumers of  all ages 

and genders. 

One of  the reasons why Instagram is so 

popular is because it could be considered a 

simplified version of  Facebook that has an 

emphasis on sharing visual content – perfect 

for dentistry. 

Users can also communicate, ‘follow’, and 

interact with one another by commenting, 

tagging and private messaging.

Picture perfect
Here are five top tips for the successful use 

of  Instagram:

1. Hashtags. Many people can be confused 

by hashtags. The easy way to find out 

more is to check out Instagram’s 'Explore' 

on bother platforms too – used in tandem, 

the two platforms work particularly well. 

Is it right for you?
Remember, it’s worth considering which 

social media platform will work for you.

Taking all of  them on – Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest – will be a 

headache for you and your team, unless you 

have someone specifically running your 

social media.

Better to have one or two brilliant social 

media accounts, rather four unused and 

outdated accounts.

Don’t forget to nominate a team member 

who will look after this on the practice’s 

behalf. They need to have achievable targets 

and a plan that will deliver the results you 

want. Chris Baker

Chris runs Corona Design & 
Communication, a specialist dental 
marketing company. For more 
information, call +44 (0) 7947 470896, 

email chris.baker@coronadental.ie or visit  
www.coronadental.ie.
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